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Dear Parents and Community Members: 

We are pleased to present you with the Annual Education Report (AER) which provides key 
information on the 2019-20 educational progress for Lakeland Elementary School. The AER 
addresses the complex reporting information required by federal and state laws. The school’s 
report contains information about student assessment, accountability, and teacher quality. If you 
have any questions about the AER, please contact Principal Gary Dancer at 517-238-2105 for 
assistance. 

The AER is available for you to review electronically by visiting the following web site 
https://bit.ly/2XcUwWJ , or you may review a copy in the main office at your child’s school. 

For the 2019-20 school year, schools were identified using definitions and labels as required in 
the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). A Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) school is 
one that has at least one underperforming student subgroup. An Additional Targeted Support 
(ATS) school is one that has a student subgroup performing at the same level as the lowest 5% 
of all schools in the state. A Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) school is one 
whose performance is in the lowest 5% of all schools in the state or has a graduation rate at or 
below 67%. Some schools are not identified with any of these labels. In these cases, no label is 
given. 

Our school has not been given one of these labels.  
 
All students at Lakeland Elementary will meet or exceed district expectations in ELA. 

During the summer of 2017 staff reviewed essential standards and unpacked these standards. 
Curriculum writers were selected and received training to deepen definitions of curriculum and 
assessment. They spent time building clarity around the unit by design approach to curriculum. 
These units were completed prior to the start of the 2018-2019 school year. Lakeland uses formative 
assessments during the year to drive reading instruction. All students are given benchmark 
assessments in reading three times a year using the NWEA Map reading assessment and Fountas and 
Pinnell. During the spring of the 2017-2018 school year 63.2% of our 4th graders were at or above 
benchmark on the Fountas and Pinnell assessments, while 42.2% of our 4th graders were at or 
above benchmark on the Spring MAP NWEA reading assessment. During the spring of the 2017-2018 

https://bit.ly/2XcUwWJ


 

 

Terry Ann Whelan  Gary Dancer  
Superintendent/CFO  Principal - Lakeland Elementary  

401 Sauk River Drive, Coldwater, MI  49036-2050 
Phone:  517.279.5910     Fax:  517.279.7651     www.coldwaterschools.org 

school year 50% of our 5th graders were at or above benchmark on the Fountas and Pinnell 
assessments, while 47% were at or above benchmark on the Spring MAP NWEA reading assessment. 
During the spring of the 2018-2019 school year 59% of our 4th graders were at or above benchmark 
on the Fountas and Pinnell assessments, while 43% of our 4th graders were at or above benchmark 
on the Spring MAP NWEA reading assessment.  During the spring of the 2018-2019 school year 51% 
of our 5th graders were at or above benchmark on the Fountas and Pinnell assessments, while 50% 
were at or above benchmark on the Spring MAP NWEA reading assessment. Spring assessments were 
not administered during the 2019-2020 school year due to the covid-19 pandemic. During the winter 
of the 2019-2020 school year 42% of our 4th graders were at or above benchmark on the Fountas 
and Pinnell assessments, while 48% of our 4th graders were at or above benchmark on the winter 
MAP NWEA reading assessment. During the winter of the 2019-2020 school year 53% of our 5th 
graders were at or above benchmark on the Fountas and Pinnell assessments, while 52% of our 5th 
graders were at or above benchmark on the winter MAP NWEA reading assessment.  Due to the 
global pandemic, we were not able to assess the students in the same manner during the spring. 

All students at Lakeland Elementary will become proficient in mathematics 

During the summer of 2017 staff reviewed essential standards and unpacked these standards. 
Curriculum writers were selected and received training to deepen definitions of curriculum and 
assessment. They spent time building clarity around the unit by design approach to curriculum. 
These units were completed prior to the start of the 2018-2019 school year. All students are given 
benchmark assessments three times a year using a math screener and NWEA Map Math assessment. 
During the 2017-2018 school year 61.2% of 4th graders were at or above benchmark on the spring 
math screener, while 48.5% scored at or above grade level on the spring NWEA Map math 
assessment. During that same year 47.7% of 5th graders were at or above grade level on the spring 
math screener, while 38.4% scored at or above grade level on the spring NWEA Map math 
assessment.  During the 2018-2019 school year 50% of 4th graders were at or above benchmark on 
the spring math screener, while 43% scored at or above grade level on the spring NWEA Map math 
assessment. During that same year 50% of 5th graders were at or above grade level on the spring 
math screener, while 50% scored at or above grade level on the spring NWEA Map math assessment. 
Spring assessments were not administered during the 2019-2020 school year due to the covid-19 
pandemic. During the 2019-2020 school year 26% of 4th graders were at above benchmark on the 
winter math screener, while 48% scored at or above grade level on the winter NWEA MAP math 
assessment. During that same year, 47 % of 5th graders were at or above benchmark on the winter 
math screener, while 56% scored at or above grade level on winter NWEA MAP assessments.  Due to 
the global pandemic, we were not able to assess the students in the same manner during the spring. 
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All students at Lakeland Elementary will become proficient in science 

During the 2014-2015 and 2015-2016 school year Lakeland Elementary Staff received professional 
development in thinking maps. This research based strategy can be used in all content areas, but 
grade level collaborative teams have focused on their use during science and social studies content 
areas. We are currently working on providing all staff that teach science professional development 
around teaching the Next Generation Science Standards. 

All students at Lakeland Elementary will become proficient in social studies 

During the 2014-2015 and 2015-2016 school year Lakeland Elementary Staff received professional 
development in thinking maps. This research based strategy can be used in all content areas, but 
grade level collaborative teams will focus on their use during science and social studies content 
areas. During the summer of 2019 curriculum writers were selected and received training to deepen 
definitions of curriculum and assessment. They spent time building clarity around the unit by design 
approach to curriculum. These units were completed prior to the start of the 2019-2020 school year.  

The 2019-2020 school year consisted of 15 regular education teachers, a band, art, music, physical 
education and technology teacher. Lakeland also has two intervention teachers, one LD teacher, a CI 
teacher, a speech therapist, and a full time social worker. All of Lakelands classroom teachers have 
professional qualifications that rate them as “highly qualified” in accordance with NCLB legislation. 
 
Some of the special education programs service children outside the Lakeland School Boundaries 
because they are county-wide programs with limited sites. 
 
Coldwater Community Schools, including Lakeland Elementary School, completed a curriculum 
mapping project during the 2010-2011 school year that is aligned with common core standards. This 
mapping of units, standards, resources, and assessments continued through the 2011-2012 school 
year. The 2012-2013 school year focused on resources, assessments, and data. A review of our 
curriculum mapping took place during the 2013-2014 school year. During the summer of 2017 staff 
reviewed essential standards in ELA and math. These standards were unpacked. Curriculum writers 
were selected and received training to deepen definitions of curriculum and assessment. They spent 
time building clarity around the unit by design approach to curriculum. These units were completed 
prior to the start of the 2018-2019 school year. At the current time, parents can receive a copy of 
this curriculum by requesting it in the school office. 
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During the fall of the 2018-2019 school year 85% of students were represented during fall parent 
teacher conferences. During the fall of the 2019-2020 school year 85% of students were represented 
during parent teacher conferences. During the fall of the 2020-2021 school year 83% of students 
were represented during parent teacher conferences. 

We congratulate our Lakeland students, staff, and parents who continue to work hard to improve 
student achievement. Collaboration and support is instrumental in providing a high quality education 
for all. 

Sincerely, 

 
Gary Dancer, Principal 
Lakeland Elementary 
dancgd@ccscards.org 
 

 

 


